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Deborah Socum was born in Wor chester, Massachusetts, went to
Wesleyan University, and started at Staplesin 2000.

What were you doing during the attack?

| was meeting with a student that was having aadiff emotional time. And then | was
interrupted by the principal who said we were alihg to have a meeting in the
conference room.

How did you learn of the attack?

From the principal. She got us all together ingh&lance conference room and told us
and honestly | didn’t really understand. | didrctw@ally see a video of it until later that
day, so that’s how | learned, from the principal.

How did you react immediately?

| definitely just did not understand. At that poirdo not think that the towers had fallen,
| think the plane had just gone into them, | jusind understand. She was trying to
explain it to us without a visual. It was very difflt, and then | felt scared and sad.
Very sad.

Do you think your life would be any different todaf/the attacks didn’t happen?

Yes, | do. My husband works in the city, but lugkihat day he was on an outing. | think
that | as an American feel more vulnerable tharewex have before. | feel our physical
geographical place on the planet; we have beentaliéel a distance from everything. |,
since then have not felt that distance. | feeltighgoing on in the rest of the world
impacts us, where before it didn’t so much.

Do you remember the government’s response to thackis?

What | do remember is the mayor’s [Mayor Rudy Giniis] response to the attacks. |
don’t remember the government though. | remembesi@ent Bush being put into a
bunker and things like that, but not the governnsentuch as the local community
handling the situation.

The international community?



No, | kept theNew York Post, but not the international community becauselitde local
to us.

What did you think about terrorism before the attes?

Again, | felt that distance, we did have Oklahonigy,(ut | became aware what other
countries thought of us - that there was some tatnel dislike. One can argue whether
the reasons are good or not, but | think againilingn | hear about terrorist attacks in
other countries, | feel more empathy I think foe ffeople that are involved than | did in
the past.

Did the attacks change your view on terrorism?

It horrifies me. It horrified me before, but | walusay that it feels more personal now;
personally horrifying.

Did you have to inform any student directly?

| did. | had to tell a couple of my students whtstber was in the building, and | was
really new at my job so | don’t think | handledniéll. It wasn’t one of my prouder
moments. | think | would be much more likely toddde to handle it now. | had to let
both of them know, and then we got in contact whikir mother, who came and picked
them up, and the next day we found out that heomasof the people who made it out. At
the time | wasn't sure if anyone had gotten in towdth him, and truly didn’t understand
that everything was shut down. | didn’t understtrelstate of New York City at the

time. There had been no visuals at that pointt Eféttle clueless.

In the coming days did you have to deal with mordskcoming in dealing with the
attacks?

We were really blessed that so few people fromMestport community were impacted
directly. I think mostly what we had to deal witlasvthe anxiety and fear that this could
happen so close to our home.



