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Angela Smpson was born in upstate New York in 1967. She
graduated from Staples High School in 1985 and went to
Skidmore College, where she majored in art. She worked as a
fashion designer in New York City and Greenwich, Connecticut
before starting at Saplesin 2001, only a few weeks before the

- attacks.

What were you doing during the attack?

| was teaching a drawing 1 class, | was a brandteasher not even 2 weeks into my
teaching career when it happened and | wasn’tisatréhe protocol should be for a
situation like that. In fact | don’t think even eean teachers even quite knew what to do
at the time | felt the most important thing | coudld is to keep a calm environment in the
classroom until we got further instructions over WA about what to do.

How did you learn of the attack?

Actually a student had excused himself to go tabdwroom and he came back and had
heard of it elsewhere. When he told me at firstlhd really believe him | was like what
are you talking about and then we started to geerand more info about what was
going on. | think the fact that we were all so lnosk sort of helped us not to panic
immediately, although some people felt more corafue continuing to draw. Some
people wanted to talk among themselves or calt fhegients, and that was all fine with
me. We all coped in our own way. Once the realitihe situation started to settle in, the
kids wanted to make sure their parents were horde€ahand all | thought about was
wanting to pick my children up from daycare, justckof go home, hunker down and be
safe together.

How did you react immediately?

My immediate reaction was disbelief. | just thoughtas bizarre. | didn’t think
automatically that there was any foul play, | thiouigy was just a freak accident that an
airplane hit a skyscraper, and then the secondhappened and you start to realize there
was some intention and some foul play.

Do you think your life would be any different todayf the attacks didn’t happen?



Just a general sense of vulnerability in the sémestethere are people in the world who
wish to harm innocence, and because that so foteigow | think. I would say that a
positive affect is a conscious knowledge that wedne cherish our loved ones everyday,
because you never know when something is goingbqén.

Do you remember the government’s response to thackis?

| think the U.S population more than the governmErreryone pulled together, and
came together. | remember driving across the braihyentown and seeing dozens of
flags downtown. | think that brought us togethdreile was almost less road rage,
everyone was nicer to each other, because wetdikievictims.

The international community?

Even people in Europe related and sympathizedd@ouhere was that comfort there.
Do you know anyone who was directly affected by #teacks?

Not someone that | knew well, but | was a Stapledent in the 80's and someone in my
;Elrsissh?ar:f his brother worked in the Twin Towersl, Eiound out later that they both had

What did you think about terrorism before the attes? Did your view on terrorism
change after the attacks? How?

| think I’'m such a trusting person that | didn’aty dwell on behaviors like that. |
always thought of terrorism as stuff that happenatifferent countries and | tend to
look at the world through rose colored glassesnltdvant to expect people to be
unkind. | didn’t expect it to touch our personakls. It made it much more real and
threatening.

In the next coming days, what was class like?
| think everyone was quiet and contemplative, nesvo
Had you talked about terrorism beforehand?

No, it wasn’t something that touched our livesidrtt think about that as something |
needed to address.

Did you have a cell phone?

No, but | remember offering people my office phoiméormation started coming from
the televisions, but they started turning the Téffsafter a while, to try to calm everyone
down.



