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Nicole Ross was born in Norwalk, Connecticut. On 9/11 shewas a
freshman at Staples High School and her older brother was a
senior. She graduated from Saples in 2005 and went to Ithaca
College, graduating with a Bachelor of Science. She began teaching health in the
physical education department at Saples High School in 20009.

What class were you in when you heard the news? How did you learn about this?

| was in Ms. West’s biology class sitting at a table when they made the announcement.
| remember sitting thinking, “What just happenedf’her class | was not able to sit still;

it was like waiting to get a huge test back. Mgssmates and | all wanted to know what
had gone on. The confusion and suspense was midangst of Ms. West's class
unbearable. We were asking ourselves, “Did anyli&® Was anyone at Staples
impacted?” These were the questions that mad#idudt not be getting information
regarding the situation.

What was the school day like?

Kids were getting pulled out of school because sofrikeir parents worked in New
York City and were unsure of their well-being. Tdevas this sort of whisper in the air
about what had happened. Everyone had their oecugtions. We were not getting
updated and we thought this could have been adaldenmaybe not. We were all very
nervous and thought that we may be next. | méahisi could happen, anything could.

Did you have a cell phone?
No.
Did you understand the severity of the situation when they first happened?

Not at all when they first made the announcemeémtas confusing. | was like, “Okay.
We just got word that a plane had just hit the TimleNo one knew was if it was an
accident or not. | kind of just assumed it wasnalter plane and wasn’t not that
severe. It wasn't until later on after the secandouncement that we realized the
severity. They did not give us any access to avty dr anything, so we were kind of
hidden from the information. The very next dageltool it was very quiet and a lot of
guestions were answered. We learned no immediatéyfwas impacted which was a
huge relief. Also we all looked to each for helghe day after was the most difficult, we



did go to school and I thought that was the bestgto be because of all the other
students had similar thoughts.

Before 9/11, what had you learned about terrorism in school ?

| don’t remember it being talking about a lot befdrhappened. | remember even after it
was, it still was very confusing - what terrorismasrvand how it impacts our country. It
was still new to me about all the things that wgoang on.

How did 9/11 affect that school year?

It brought our school together as a community. ddwiately, it sometimes takes a
negative event to make this happen. It was kinthisfstrange feeling in our school after
9/11. Since high schoolers have very short memgtis lasted only about a month or
two after. But it made us feel like a family aihet we all had something in common.
We also had many memorials to remember all the liwst, and the outgoing seniors did
a very nice tribute to them.

How do you think kidsin your grade were affected?

Everyone was very shaken up that something likeedan happen. Living in Westport,
many kids’ parents worked in New York City, so tivegre a little unsure of everything.
In the moment there was a lot of confusion abostt ww bad the attacks were. Also
since we were not getting much information, eveeyamo had a parent working in the
city was in doubt about how they were doing.



